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major environmental damages and losses adding up 
to almost $120 billion per year (Pimental et al., 2005) 

 
• The establishment of one exotic fungus in the U.S.  – 

bean rust – is expected to cause annual 
losses averaging between $240 million and $2.0 
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hat is the Invasive Species Task Force? 

uring the 2007 legislative session, Representative Clyde Kersey introduced House Bill 1087 to 
tudy the eradication and containment of bush honeysuckle and to make recommendations to the 
atural Resources Study Committee.  He filed this bill because his local parks were struggling to 
radicate Amur bush honeysuckle (pictured above), which threatens much of the Vigo County 
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Did you know? 
 

• Invading alien species in the United States cause

The Nature Conservancy met with 
Representative Kersey to discuss his 
bill and to suggest that possibly he 
expand that to include the breadth of 
invasive species.  While Amur bush 

 

h
plant invaders, there are many othe
species of great concern to 
landowners, including aquatic invasi
species (like hydrilla), invasive insects
and plant diseases (like emerald ash 
borer), invasive vertebrate animals 
(like feral hogs), and invasive animal 
diseases (like Chronic Wastin
Disease in deer), each with its own 
costs.   
 
In addition to the existing invasive 
species in Indiana, there is also the 
important issue of preventing fu
invasions and detecting new invasion
quickly a

Asian soy

billion to farmers.  This rust was found in Indiana f
the first time in 2006. 

insect that has already killed millions of ash trees in 
the Midwest, is not contained or eradicated it will c
state and local governments $7 billion over the ne
25 years to remove and replace dying ash trees.  EAB
invaded Indiana in 200

 familiar with kudzu pictured to the left.  While 
 vine in the state, it has the potential to cover 
s if left unchecked.  Not only can it strangle 
 vegetation, kudzu also serves as an a
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farmers are clear, and the state has responded by 
working to eradicate kudzu from Indiana.   
Representative Kersey agreed to the expansion 
recognizing that bush honeysuckle would be in good 
company as invasive species are addressed.    
 
Senator Landske was then contacted about being a 
er district has not only been impacted by ter
 Since Representative Kersey’s bill was not heard
nd Senator Landske introduced concurrent resolutions

ttee assigned this topic to the Natural Resources

Senate Sponsor, to which she agreed. 

 



The Natural Resources Study Committee’s Assignment. 
 
The Study Committee determined a Task Force would be valuable and that as the resolutions 
suggested, a group of technical experts would be the best to provide them with information.  The 
ask Force was appointed and asked to study the economic and environmental impacts of 
vasive species in Indiana and provide findings and recommendations on strategies for 

cies to minimize these 
pacts.  The Task force is made up of individuals representing a diversity of interests, including 
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pread” program, which is a multi-agency, multi-state group, formed into a Foundation that has 

thers wanted to be involved to keep their groups and clients informed.  Assisting landowners, 
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lant diseases; terrestrial invasive plants, aquatic 
vasives, and invasive terrestrial vertebrates, and animal diseases.  Two taxa were presented at 

insects and plant diseases (pathogens) and terrestrial invasive plants.   
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Did you know? 
• Asian bush honeysuckle is an invasive shrub found in every Indiana 

county 
• When this shrub invades forests, it can decrease tree growth by more than 

50%!  For woodlot owners in Indiana, this is a significant decrease in the 
revenue they can expect from managing their forest. 

• It can also almost stop tree regeneration, eliminating the next generation 
of forest 

 



Members of the Invasive Species Task Force 
 
Phil Marshall, Acting State Entomologist 
Department of Natural Resources – Division of 
Entomology and Plant Pathology 

317-232-4120 
pmarshall@dnr.in.gov

402 W. Washington St., Rm W290 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2748 

 
 
Ellen Jacquart  
The Nature Conservancy 
1505 N. Delaware #200 
Indianapolis, IN 
317-951-8818 
ejacquart@tnc.org
 
Doug Keller 
Department of Natural Resources –  
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Aquatic Invasives Coordinator 
402 W. Washington St., Rm W273 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2748 
317-234-3883 
dkeller@dnr.in.gov
 
Robert D. Waltz, Indiana State Chemist and Seed 
Commissioner 
Purdue University 
175 S. University St. 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-2063 
765-494-1492 
rwaltz@purdue.edu 
 
Keith Ruble, Superintendent 
Vigo County Parks Department 
Vigo County Annex Building 
155 Oak Street 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 
812-462-3391 
dxnorman@vigocounty.org
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Miller, President 
Oak Heritage Conservancy 
P.O. Box 622Aurora, IN 47001 
quercusalba@embarqmail.com
513-404-8268 
 
Dr. Chris Pierce, CAPS Coordinator 
Dr. Steve Yaninek, Professor and Head 
Purdue University 
Department of Entomology 
Smith Hall 
901 West State Street 
West Lafayette, Indiana 47907-2089  
C. Pierce: 765-494-9522, cpierce@purdue.edu
S. Yaninek: 765-494-4554, yaninek@purdue.edu
 
Dr. Sandy Norman 
Indiana State Board of Animal Health 
805 Beachway Drive, Ste. 50 
Indianapolis, IN  46224-7785 
317-227-0323  
snorman@boah.in.gov 
 
Dr. David Lodge, Director of Center for Aquatic 
Conservation 
University of Notre Dame  
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
574-631-6094 
Lodge.1@nd.edu 
 
President Rick Haggard (or his designee) 
Indiana Nursery and Landscape Association  
CM Hobbs Nursery 
1201 S. 1050 E  
Indianapolis, IN  46231 
317-837-8301 
rhaggard@cmhobbs.com
 
Jack Seifert, State Forester (or his designee) 
Department of Natural Resources – Division of 
Forestry 
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W296 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2748 
317-232-4105 
jseifert@dnr.IN.gov

 
For more information on the work of the Task Force, please feel free to contact any member of the Task 
Force.  You may also contact Lynn Dennis, who is staffing the Task Force, at The Nature Conservancy, 

(317) 951-8818 or by cell phone at (317) 490-3010. 


